
FR OM  CH APT E R  ON E 

1) I  st a ye d i n t he  ba t h r oo m , I  sup pos e , f o r  t we nt y  m i nu t e s  or  s o, pos si bl y  m o r e .
Fo r  m e , t h a t  wa sn’ t  l on g, a n d s o t he  l e ngt h of  m y vi si t  wa s unl i ke l y  t o  dr a w  a t t e n t i on, a t 
l e a s t  f r om  m y p a r e nt s o r  s i s t e r s, si nc e  t h e y  we r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  m y  u nus ua l  p a t t e r n s of 
be ha vi o r .

I n  t r ut h, du e  t o m y ha v i ng  s l i p pe d  a wa y  f r om  t h e  t a b l e — so I  be l i e v e d —wi t ho ut 
be i n g n ot i c e d, I  i m a gi n e  n ow  t h a t  du r i n g m y t i m e  u ps t a i r s I  wa s  i n  t he  t ho ug ht s  of  n o o ne  a t 
a l l :  no t  o f  t ho se  j u st  a  f e w  f e e t  a w a y, un de r  t he  f l oor  be l o w m y f e e t , nor  o f  a ny ot he r s w ho 
m i gh t  h a ve  b e e n  f a r  a wa y i nd e e d , b e y ond  t h e  hor i z o n, i n  Af r i c a , t h e  Phi l i p pi ne s , Chi na , or 
a n y di s t a n t  r e a c h of  t h e  p l a ne t .

T h e  ne a r e s t  i nc l ud e d  no t  o nl y t hos e  st i l l  a t  t h e  t a b l e  dow ns t a i r s, b ut  a ny  w ho m i g ht 
ha ve  go ne  i n t o t he  l i vi ng r o om — m y si st e r s Ha nna h a nd  I n gi e , f or  e x a m pl e , w ho  by  t h i s 
t i m e  ha d l i k e l y  e x c u se d  t h e m se l ve s  a nd we r e  si t t i n g on one  o f  t he  sc a t t e r  r u gs i n t h e  l i vi ng 
r o om  ( I ngi e  I nd i a n  f a sh i on , Ha n na h , m or e  d e m ur e l y, w i t h  he r  l e g s t o t he  si de , o ne  a r m 
su pp or t i ng  h e r  we i gh t ) , pl a y i ng  pi c k - up  st i c ks, Ch i n e se  c h e c ke r s, or  Au t ho r s . A nd t h e 
ne a r e st  a l so  i n c l u de d t hos e  who  m i gh t  h a ve  g one  i n t o  ot he r  r oom s—L ut i e , f o r  e xa m pl e ,
wh o, wi t h m y  m o t he r  a nd  m y  a unt  Si gn e , m a y  h a ve  go t t e n up t o  c a r r y  c ups  a n d de s se r t 
pl a t e s t hr ou gh t he  s wi n gi n g doo r  t o l e a ve  t h e m  on t h e  r i bb e d  dr a i n bo a r d  of  t he  si n k, wh e r e ,
ve r y  e a si l y, i t  se e m e d t o m e  t h a t  I  c ou l d no t  o nl y  i m a g i ne  b ut  a l s o a c t ua l l y  se e  t he m .

2) As  I  sa i d, I  ha ve  no  m e m or y of  pa s si ng t hr ou gh t he  b a c k  ha l l  or  c o m i ng  u p
t h e  st a i r s . I  h a ve  n o m e m o r y , e i t h e r , o f  l a t e r  ge t t i ng up f r om  t he  t oi l e t , l e a v i ng  t he  ba t hr oom ,
or  g oi n g b a c k d own st a i r s. T h i s se c on d b l a n k spa c e  i n  m e m or y som e t i m e s h a s t h e  s t r a ng e 
e f f e c t  of  c a usi ng m e  t o  i m a g i ne  t h a t  I  a m  i n  f a c t  st i l l  t h e r e , st i l l  up st a i r s, on t h e  t oi l e t , b e si de 
t h e  dor m e r  w i nd ow, a s i f , a f t e r  si xt y y e a r s, I  ha d  n e ve r  l e f t  t ha t  s pot , n ot  e v e n t h oug h t he 
ho us e  i t se l f  a n d e ve r yt hi n g a r o und  i t  a r e  no w g one .

3) T h e  or i gi n  o f  t he  ba t hr oom  s e e m e d a  m i r a c l e  a nd  m y st e r y  t o  m e  a f t e r  m y
e x pe r i e nc e  i n i t , a n d i t  s e e m s onl y t he  m o r e  so  no w. T h i s i s  t r ue  e s pe c i a l l y  wh e n I  t hi nk
ba c k  t o  t h e  r oo m ’ s  d i st i nc t i ve n e ss  i n h a r m on y, ba l a n c e , a n d pr o por t i on, a n d ba c k t o t he 
r e su l t a nt  a n d c om m e n sur a t e  p l e a sur e s  br oug ht  i n t o be i ng  by  t hos e  q ua l i t i e s . How  c o ul d s uc h 
a  r o om , i n  t he  f i r st  pl a c e , e ve r  h a v e  c om e  i nt o  e x i s t e n c e ?  H ow c ou l d  i t  ha ve  be e n c o nc e i ve d,
t h e n  su bse qu e nt l y br oug ht  a b out  ph ys i c a l l y ?  How , a bo ve  a l l , c ou l d t h e  g r e a t  num be r  o f 
ne c e ssa r y, v a r i e d, t i m e l y, a nd c om pl e x i m p ul se s , m ot i ve s, a n d a c t i on s t owa r d  t h a t  e n d h a ve 
be e n  br oug ht  i n t o so  pe r f e c t  a  c on ve r ge nc e , a s t he y obv i ou sl y h a d be e n, t o  b r i n g s uc h a 
r o om  i n t o e x i st e nc e  a t  j us t  suc h a  t i m e , i n t he  a u t u m n of  19 21, t h a t  di st a nt , s i ng l e , p a r t i c ul a r 
ye a r  wh ose  v e r y  so un d i s n ow  bo t h ho pe l e ss l y  a n t i q ue  a n d d i z z yi ngl y m od e r n ? 

4) ( T wo  pi pe s  c a m e  up  t hr o ugh  t he  f l o or  a n d d i s a pp e a r e d  un de r  t he  c ur l e d r i m 
of  t he  t ub , pr e sum a b l y c on ne c t i ng t h e r e  wi t h  t h e  t ub ’ s t hi c k  wh i t e  c e r a m i c  f a uc e t s .



Do wn st a i r s , on t he  w a l l  be hi nd t he  k i t c he n  s i nk , t he r e  ha d  b e e n  t h r e e  p i pe s. W h e r e , now ,
wa s t he  t h i r d o ne , a nd wha t  ha d  i t s pur pos e  be e n? ) 

5) I  wa s n e ve r  a ga i n t o  vi si t  t he  ups t a i r s  of  M a r i e  a nd  L u t i e ’ s  ho use , a  f a c t  t ha t 
m a y he l p e xp l a i n t he  oc c a s i o n’ s  ha vi ng pr o ve d a s m e m or a bl e  a s i t  d i d . O f  t he  t h i ng s t ha t 
ha pp e ne d a f t e r w a r d , I  d on’ t  kno w h ow  m a ny we r e  di r e c t  r e su l t s o f  m y vi s i t . But  I  d o kno w,
wi t h  a n  un qu a l i f i e d c e r t a i nt y, t hi s m uc h:  t h a t  on m y  vi si t  u pst a i r s I  r e c e i v e d t he  f i r s t 
su st a i n e d a n d l uc i d pr e m on i t i on , h ow e ve r  I  m a y or  m a y n ot  ha ve  und e r st o od i t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,
t h a t , t hr o ug h n o c ho i c e  of  m y o wn, I  wa s o ne  of  t h os e  d e st i n e d t o sc r ut i ni z e  a n d p on de r , f or 
t h e  r e m a i n de r  o f  m y l i f e , t h e  m yst e r i e s  of  s pa c e  a nd  t i m e .

_
I n  t ha t  no w- une xi s t e nt  l i t t l e  r oom , t ha t  i s, wh e r e  I  ha d n e v e r  be e n be f or e  a nd wa s 

ne ve r  t o b e  a ga i n, I  f e l t , f or  a  h a n df u l  o f  m i n ut e s, a n d s i m ul t a ne ou sl y , t he se  t hi ng s:  1)  t h a t  I 
wa s sus pe n de d i nsi de  t i m e  i t se l f  a s i f  i n a n  e n or m ou s, wa r m , e m br a c i ng se a ;  a nd  2)  t ha t  I 
wa s si t ua t e d  pe r f e c t l y, f o r  t ho se  sa m e  f e w  m om e nt s , a t  t he  v e r y  c e nt e r  of  a l l  t hi n gs .

_
( A s ha d  ha pp e ne d o nc e  b e f o r e  i n  m y  l i f e , m y c on sc i ou sne ss gr e w f i r st  i n  a  ve r t i c a l 

di r e c t i on, b r i n gi n g wi t h i t  a  h e i g ht e ne d a wa r e n e ss  o f  w ha t  w a s be l ow  m e . I t  t he n c ha nge d
di r e c t i on a n d e xpa nd e d hor i z ont a l l y, i n  t h e  m a n ne r  o f  w a ve s m ov i ng  o ut w a r d  o n a  po nd . I t 
br ou ght  wi t h  i t , i n t hi s s e c ond  wa y, a  he i gh t e n e d c o nsc i ou sn e ss  of  t hi n gs a r oun d m e  a nd  a t 
va r y i ng  di st a nc e s a w a y.

_
T h e  i m m e di a t e  e f f e c t  of  t h e  ve r t i c a l  f o r m  of  de ve l op m e n t  w a s  t o  m a ke  m e  a w a r e  o f 

t h e  r oo m s be l ow  wi t h  su c h a  de g r e e  o f  v i vi dn e ss  t h a t  I  a c t ua l l y  sa w t he m , a l t ho ugh  n ot 
a l wa ys i n c o m pl e t e  f or m . F or  a  m om e n t , f or  e xa m pl e , I  s a w L u t i e ’ s ha nds  ( s l e e ve s p us he d 
t o  h e r  e l b ow s)  a s sh e  h e l d  a  c h i na  p l a t e  u nd e r  r un ni ng wa t e r . F or  a n ot h e r  m o m e n t , I  sa w  no t 
L u t i e ’ s  ha nd s b ut  Ma r i e ’ s a s  sh e  p l a c e d  a  ne w s t a c k of  di s he s o n t he  dr a i n bo a r d  ( h e r  sl e e v e s 
we r e  c u f f e d ne a t l y  a t  t he  wr i st s) . I  sa w t he  ki t c h e n  do or  sw i ng i ng , t he n s l o wi n g t o a  s t op . I n
t h e  l i v i ng  r oom , I  s a w Ha n na h a nd I n gi e  pl a y i ng  pi c k - up  st i c ks on a n  ov a l  br a i d e d sc a t t e r 
r u g. Bo t h of  t h e m  we r e  now  l e a n i ng  s i de wa y s, t h e i r  w e i g ht  on  on e  e l b ow.

Ma i n l y, ho we ve r , I  s a w t hi ng s di r e c t l y b e l ow, i n  t he  di n i n g r oom . I  s a w Ma r i e  a n d
L u t i e  r e t u r n i ng  t o  t he  t a b l e ;  a  f r e s h p ot  of  c o f f e e  be i ng po ur e d i nt o c ups ;  t he  c u r t a i n s a t  t he 
wi nd ows  bl ow i ng  br i e f l y  i n wa r d, l i ke  pa l e  ha nds  r e a c hi n g t ow a r d  t h e  t a b l e , t he n  e m pt yi n g
ou t  a ga i n a n d f a l l i n g l i m p .

My  g r a n dm o t h e r , i n  h e r  whe e l c ha i r , s a t  a t  t h e  f a r  e n d o f  t he  t a bl e , wi t h h e r  ba c k t o 
t h e  wi n dow s. At  he r  l e f t  w a s  Ha nna h’ s p l a c e , e m pt y  n ow si n c e  sh e  h a d  go ne  i n t o t he  l i vi ng
r o om  wi t h I n gi e . T o t he  l e f t  of  Ha nn a h’ s c ha i r  sa t  m y a unt  K l a r a , t h e  w i f e  o f  m y g r e a t - unc l e 
E d ga r . T o Kl a r a ’ s l e f t  wa s  M a r c us, f ol l owe d by m y ow n c ha i r  ( i t  wa s one  of  t he  t hr e e 
ye l l ow st r a i ght  c h a i r s t ha t  ha d  be e n  br oug ht  i n  f r om  t h e  k i t c he n) . O n w ha t  h a d be e n m y own 
l e f t  wa s m y a un t  S i g ne , a n d ne x t  t o he r  m y  f a t h e r . T he n  c a m e  Ma r i e  h e r s e l f , di r e c t l y  a c r os s
t h e  t a b l e  f r om  m y gr a nd m ot he r , he r  b a c k  t o wa r d t he  a r c h e d do or w a y i n t o t he  l i vi ng r o om .
T o  M a r i e ’ s  l e f t  wa s m y gr e a t - un c l e  E dga r ;  t h e n m y a u nt  Nor a ;  a f t e r  h e r , L u t i e  ( who  s a t 
ne a r e st  t h e  ki t c he n doo r ) ;  t he n  I n gi e ’ s  e m pt y c ha i r ;  a n d a t  l a s t  m y m ot he r , i n he r  u sua l  p l a c e 
a t  m y g r a n dm ot h e r ’ s r i g ht .



Se e i ng t he  t a bl e  f r o m  a bov e  i n t hi s wa y  pr ov i de d a n unu sua l  pe r spe c t i ve , s o t ha t  I 
sa w pe o pl e ’ s  a r m s e x t e n d o ut wa r d a s t he y p i c ke d  up  t he i r  c of f e e  c u ps  a n d t he n d r e w  t he m 
t o wa r d t he i r  l i ps. M y f a t h e r , w i t h  a  c i ga r e t t e  be t we e n hi s  f i r s t  t wo  f i nge r s  ( h i s on l y c i g a r e t t e 
si nc e  t he  on e  h e  s t u bbe d o ut  on  t h e  si d e wa l k ) , m ov e d  hi s h a n d a l so  f r om  a n  a sht r a y  t o h i s
l i ps . N ow a n d t he n  ( he  sa t  f or w a r d  o n h i s c h a i r , h i s  e l bow s r e s t i n g on t he  t a bl e c l ot h) , he 
t u r n e d hi s  h e a d  t o wa r d t he  c e i l i ng  i n o r de r  t o e xh a l e  s m ok e  a wa y f r o m  t he  ot he r s a t  t he 
t a bl e . ( W h e n  he  di d t hi s, i t  wa s a l m ost  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  s e c r e t l y gl a nc i ng  up  a t  m e .) 

T h e  odd i t y  o f  t he s e  m ov e m e nt s, a l o ng  wi t h ot he r  a r r e st i ng de t a i l s— m y  m o t he r ’ s
l a r g e  b l ue  e a r r i ng s, f o r  e xa m pl e , a n d h e r  ye l l o w s um m e r  dr e s s;  t he  b i l l owi ng  of  t h e  c ur t a i ns ; 
m y  a unt  Si gn e  a nd m y  gr a nd m o t he r  r e l a yi ng so m e t hi n g t o one  a not he r  a c r o ss t h e  t a bl e ,
m o vi ng t he i r  l i ps bu t  u si n g no wor ds ;  m y u nc l e  E dg a r  l e a ni ng  ba c k, c l a s pi n g hi s  ha nd s
a c r o ss hi s  b ut t one d ve s t , t h e n wi t h a  m i sc hi e vo us e x pr e ssi on  sa yi n g som e t h i n g i n L a t i n; 
L u t i e  a t  t ha t  s a m e  m om e nt  r e a c h i ng  o ut  wi t h a  f a i n t l y t r e m bl i ng  ha nd  t o  m o ve  a  sm a l l  va se 
( i t  he l d a  s i ng l e  r e d p e on y)  a n  i n c h  t o  t h e  l e f t  o n t he  wh i t e  c l ot h— a l l  of  t he s e  d e t a i l s, a l ong 
wi t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  i m p r e s si o n of  t he  r oom  a n d t he  sc e n e , se i z e d m y a t t e nt i on  p owe r f u l l y a nd
ye t  pr o ve d  a bl e  t o  h ol d  i t  f or  onl y a  s hor t  t i m e , t h e  r e a s on  be i ng  t ha t  t h e  hor i z o nt a l  gr o wt h o f 
m y  c ons c i o us ne s s a r o se  une xp e c t e dl y a t  a l m os t  t he  sa m e  m om e n t  a nd be ga n  a t  o nc e  t o 
i n t e nsi f y r a pi d l y.

T h e  sud de n  a nd pow e r f ul  si de wa y s e xp a ns i on  o f  m y c on sc i ous ne ss, a s  I ’ ve 
su gg e st e d, w a s t o pr ovi de  t h e  t r ue  c l i m a x of  m y  t r i p  t o  t h e  ba t hr o om . I  no w be l i e v e , i n  f a c t ,
e v e n  t h oug h suc h a n e xp e r i e n c e  ha d  o c c u r r e d onc e  b e f or e  i n  m y l i f e , t ha t  t hi s o ne 
c o ns t i t ut e d t he  e a r l i e s t  a l t oge t he r  syn t he si z i n g m om e nt  i n  m y e m br yo ni c  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e , t he 
f i r s t  m om e nt  of  i t s ki n d t ha t  g a ve  m e —a s i t  wa s  t a ki ng pl a c e  i n st e a d  of  l a t e r —a n a wa r e n e ss ,
f a i n t  a s i t  m a y  ha ve  be e n, o f  t he  m a gni t ud e  a nd  si gn i f i c a n c e  of  wh a t  wa s h a p pe n i ng  t o m e .

T h e r e  s hou l d  be  l i t t l e  sur pr i se , t he r e f or e , t ha t  I  f oun d m ys e l f  gr i p pe d  m o r e  f i r m l y by
t h i s  ne w c on sc i ous ne ss t ha n I  h a d be e n by m y  ve r t i c a l  o ne . A nd t he r e  sh oul d be  l i t t l e  t ha t 
se e m s u nus ua l  i n t he  t h r e e - s t e p  m o ve m e n t  o f  t he  po we r f u l  e ne r gy  t h a t  wa s i nv ol v e d. F i r s t ,
so m e wha t  l i k e  a n a nc hor  be i n g w e i g he d, t hi s e ne r gy  d r e w  m y  a t t e nt i on  up wa r d f r o m  t he 
r o om s b e l o w. T h e n i t  c o nso l i da t e d a n d c om p r e sse d i t s e l f , f or  a  br i e f  t i m e , e nt i r e l y wi t hi n 
m y se l f . An d f i n a l l y, m a ki n g i t s  e x i t  f r om  m e , i t  m ov e d out wa r d i n a l l  d i r e c t i on s i n i t s 
wi de ni n g c i r c um f e r e n t  j our ne y.

I t  i s a gr e e d  un i v e r s a l l y t ha t  n ot hi n g c a n  be  se t  i nt o m ot i on  e x c e pt  t hr ou gh a  s t i m ul us
se pa r a t e  f r o m  i t se l f . T he r e f or e , I  h a ve  st ud i e d  a s si duo usl y, se a r c hi ng ba c k c a r e f u l l y i nt o 
t h e s e  m e m o r i e s i n a n  e f f or t  t o f i n d t he  on e  e ne r gi z i ng pow e r  t h a t  m o st  pr o ba bl y  t r i g ge r e d
t h i s  e p i so de  of  c o ns c i o usn e s s. And  t ha t  c a t a l ys t , I ’ m  n ow a l l  b ut  c e r t a i n, w a s t he  g l i m pse  I ’ d
ha d, a s  I  c a m e  t o t h e  t op of  t h e  s t a i r s , o f  Ma r i e  a n d L ut i e ’ s b e dr oo m .

Di r e c t l y i n f r o nt  of  m e , a s I  s a i d , be f or e  I  e n t e r e d  t h e  b a t hr o om , s t oo d t he  op e n do or 
t o  m y g r e a t - a un t s’  r oom . A nd , c l e a r l y, t he  m e m o r y of  wh a t  I  sa w  t h r o ugh  t h a t  do or 
r e m a i ne d w i t h m e  a s I  s a t  ga z i n g u p a t  t he  w a l l pa p e r  on  t h e  und e r s i d e  o f  t he  sl a nt e d 
ba t h r oo m  c e i l i n g;  a t  t h e  o pe n w i nd ow  t o  m y  r i gh t ;  a n d a t  t he  wh i t e  c ha i r  s t a ndi ng ne a r b y,
wi t h  t h e  t ow e l  f ol de d o ve r  i t s ba c k.

Be f o r e  I  w e n t  i nt o  t he  ba t hr oom , i t  ha d  ne ve r  o c c u r r e d t o m e  i n  e v e n  t h e  m os t  f a i n t l y
c o nc e i v a bl e  wa y  t h a t  a n y p a r t  o f  M a r i e  a nd  L ut i e ’ s  l i ve s m i g ht  ha v e  ha d  t o  d o w i t h  s l e e p.
Be f o r e  I  r e a c he d t he  t o p o f  t he  st a i r s a nd  s a w t he  b e dr oom  d oor , I  h a d ne v e r  on c e  gi ve n 



t h ou ght  t o  m y g r e a t - a un t s’  e xpe r i e nc e  o f  n i g ht t i m e  o r  t o t he  ph e no m e non  of  t he i r  s l e e pi ng
t h r o ugh  i t . Ne v e r  ha d I  t h ou ght  of  t he m  a s  g r ow i ng  t i r e d i n suc h a  w a y a s t o  r e qui r e 
sl e e p—o r  e ve n a s b e i ng, f o r  t ha t  m a t t e r , a ss oc i a t e d i n a ny  w a y wha t s oe v e r  wi t h t he  h om e l y,
c o m m onp l a c e , i n t i m a t e  a c t  of  sl e e p i n g i t se l f , w i t h  p r e p a r a t i ons  f o r  i t , t h e  a pp ur t e n a nc e s of 
i t , pa r t i c i p a t i on i n  i t , o r  r i s i ng s f r o m  i t .

No w, ho we v e r , m y g l i m ps e  i n t o  t h e i r  b e dr oom  h a d c ha ng e d e ve r y t hi ng a n d h a d
a l r e a dy  be gu n t o c r e a t e  a  c o nsc i ou sn e ss  t h a t  wa s d e s t i n e d t o  i n f l u e n c e , a l t e r , a nd  c ha n ge  t h e 
ve r y  pa t h of  t h e  l i f e  t ha t  s t r e t c h e d  ou t  b e f or e  m e .

W h a t  I ’ d s e e n t hr o ug h t he  do or , i n  s hor t , ha d h a d f o r  m e  a  v i v i dn e ss  s uf f i c i e n t l y 
i n t e nse  t h a t , e ve n  w he n  wa s I  n o l on ge r  l o ok i ng  a t  i t  d i r e c t l y, i t  s t a y e d i n  m y  c o ns c i o usn e s s
wi t h  t h e  c l a r i t y n ot  on l y of  so m e t hi ng r e m e m be r e d bu t  o f  s om e t h i ng  p hys i c a l l y s t i l l  t he r e .
T h e  i nt e ns i t y o f  t he  i m pr e ss i on , i n ot h e r  wo r ds , g a v e  m e  a  c ons c i o us ne s s, a s  I  sa t  o n t he 
t o i l e t , no t  onl y o f  t he  m e m o r y but  o f  t he  ye t - c onc r e t e  pr e se nc e  of  m y g r e a t - a un t s’  r oom .
An d t hi s d e g r e e  of  t a ng i bl e  phy si c a l i t y —t h e  a c t ua l i t y, a s i t  we r e , o f  t he  r o om ’ s e xi st e nc e 
i n si de  m ys e l f , a nd  t he r e f o r e  of  m y  s e l f ’ s e x i st e nc e  i ns i de  t he  r oo m — m a d e  t a n gi b l e  a n d r e a l 
t o  m e  f or  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e  i n m y l i f e  t he  f o l l o wi ng unc e r t a i nt i e s : 

1)  t he  unc e r t a i nt y  o f  k now i n g w he r e  I  w a s; 
2)  t he  c or ol l a r y a nd  a t t e n da nt  unc e r t a i nt y  o f  k now i n g w he r e  I  w a s no t ; 
3)  t he  di f f i c ul t y of  kn owi ng  t h e  d i f f e r e nc e  be t we e n t he  t w o; 
4)  t he  di f f i c ul t y of  un de r st a nd i ng  w hy suc h a  d i f f e r e nc e  e xi st e d a t  a l l .

9
( W i t h t he  r e sul t  t ha t  m y s e n si t i vi t y  t o  t h e  wor l d a r oun d m e , a n d t o t he  r e l a t i o nsh i p 

a m on g i t s pa r t s , c ha nge d s ud de n l y, w a s e nh a n c e d , a nd  gr e w.
_

A t r a ns f or m a t i o n o f  suc h a  k i nd  a s  t hi s  c o ul dn’ t , of  c o ur s e , ha ve  be e n br o ug ht  i nt o
e x i s t e n c e  by  c h a nc e  a l o ne , a nd ye t  I  c a n’ t  h e l p  a c kn owl e dg i n g t he  pa r t  t ha t  c ha nc e  m ust 
ha ve  pl a ye d. Un que st i on a bl y, su c h a  t r a nsf or m a t i on  d e pe nde d, f i r st , on t he  s i m u l t a ne ous 
e x i s t e n c e  of  t h r e e  f or c e s, e a c h  ho l d i ng  a  pe r so na l  s i gn i f i c a nc e  t o  m e ;  se c on d, on t h e 
c o i n c i d e nc e  of  e a c h of  t he  t hr e e  f or c e s , i n a nd  of  i t se l f , b e i n g s i t ua t e d i n  a  c e r t a i n, st r a t e g i c 
wa y;  a n d, f i na l l y, o n t he  c o i nc i de nc e  o f  e a c h b e i n g si t ua t e d  a l so i n  a  pa r t i c ul a r  a n d s t r a t e gi c 
wa y i n r e l a t i on  t o  t he  ot h e r  t w o.

T h e  i ni t i a l  l oc a t i on s o f  t he se  f or c e s, a s I ’ ve  sug ge st e d, we r e : 

1)   T he  di ni ng r oo m 
2)   T he  ba t h r oo m 
3)   T he  be dr oom 

An d, a s  I  c a m e  t o un de r st a nd  t h e m  l a t e r , t he  si gni f i c a n c e  of  e a c h of  t he  l oc a t i o ns 
wa s a s f ol l o ws: 



1)   T he  si gn i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  di n i ng  r oom  ( t hr oug h m y ve r t i c a l  c o nsc i o usn e ss ) 
l a y i n i t s  c ont a i n i n g ( i n t h e  p e r s on s o f  t ho se  ga t he r e d  t h e r e  a nd i n  t h e 
c e r e m on i ou sn e ss  of  w ha t  t h e y  di d)  e v i de nc e  o f  t he  de pt h , l on ge v i t y , a nd  c o nt i nu i t y 
of  m y f a m i l y ’ s bi o l o gi c a l  or i gi ns a s  we l l  a s  of  t h e i r  r oot s i n a  v a r i e t y o f  hi s t or i c a l 
a n d c ul t ur a l  t r a di t i ons  e x t e ndi ng ba c k t o t h e  e a r l y m i d dl e  y e a r s o f  t he  ni ne t e e nt h 
c e nt ur y . E a r l i e r  t ha n t ha t , t he  t r a c e s a nd  l i ne a ge s of  t he i r  e x i st e n c e  f a d e d , g r e w  d i m ,
a n d di s a pp e a r e d  f r om  m y  vi e w .

2)   T he  si gn i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  ba t hr o om  ( w hi c h I  w a s c o nsc i ou s of  ne i t h e r 
ve r t i c a l l y  n or  hor i z ont a l l y, bu t  a s a  p l a c e  uni f i e d, c o m pa c t , s e c u r e , h ol i st i c , a n d bot h
ph ys i c a l l y  a nd a e s t h e t i c a l l y  c o m f o r t i ng )  l a y , f i r s t , i n  i t s e vi de n t  pe r f e c t i ons  of  l i gh t ,
a i r , de si g n, a n d p r o por t i o n;  se c on d, i n  i t s be i ng a  m a r ve l ou sl y  a c hi e ve d a nd  e x a c t l y 
pr e s e r v e d m a ni f e st a t i on  of  t he  t ou c h , f e e l , t e x t ur e , a n d t ho ugh t  o f  t he  ye a r  19 21; 
a n d, l a st , i n i t s be i ng  a  t r a ns f or m a t i v e  m e e t i n g p l a c e  of  t h e  e ne r gi e s a pp r o a c h i ng  m e 
f r om  t h e  o t h e r  t wo  d i r e c t i on s:  f r o m  t he  di ni ng r oo m  be l ow, a nd f r o m  m y gr e a t - 
a u nt s’  be d r o om  ups t a i r s , t hr oug h t he  wa l l  be hi n d m e  a nd  sl i g ht l y t o t he  l e f t .

3)   T he  si gn i f i c a nc e  o f  t he  be dr o om  ( w hi c h I  b e c a m e  c o nsc i o us of  a s  be i ng 
a c t u a l l y i ns i de  m y se l f , a n d m ys e l f  i nsi de  i t )  l a y i n  i t s p r o vi d i ng  m e  w i t h  a n
a w a r e ne ss f o r  t he  f i r st  t i m e  i n  m y  l i f e  of  t he  i nt i m a c y  of  s l e e p;  of  t h e  m a n y c ust om s
a n d ha b i t s  a sso c i a t e d w i t h  i t ;  a nd , t he r e f or e  a nd si m ul t a n e o usl y, a n  a w a r e ne ss a l s o
of  t he  f or m a l i t y, om ni p r e s e n c e , a n d i ne vi t a b i l i t y of  de a t h .
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T h e  hou se  we  l i ve d  i n w a s bu i l t  i n  1 908 , a l t hou gh of  c o ur s e  I  kn e w  t h i s on l y l on g
a f t e r  w e  h a d  l e f t  i t .

Ou r  si d e  of  t he  hou se  wa s l a r ge r  t h a n  ou r  n e i ghb or s ’  a nd  e x t e nde d f a r t he r  b a c k t ha n 
t h e i r s, so  t ha t  t h e r e  w a s on e  p l a c e  i n t he  h ous e  w he r e  we  ha d w i nd ow s o n b ot h e a st  a nd
we st . T he  na r r o w s i d e  r oom  a t  t he  ba c k t ha t  se r ve d  a s p a nt r y  a n d a l s o a s a  p a ss a ge  f r om  t h e 
di ni ng r oo m  i nt o t he  ki t c h e n  wa s w he r e  we  ha d t he  on e  w e st  w i nd ow. I t s wa l l s  we r e 
wa i n sc o t e d  w i t h  t o ng ue - a nd - g r oo ve  st r i p s. Po ssi bl y  t he y  ha d be e n v a r ni s he d  o nc e , b ut  by 
t h e  t i m e  w e  l i v e d t h e r e , e ve r yt hi n g f r o m  t he  ba se b oa r d up wa s p a i n t e d t he  sa m e  l i g ht  ye l l o w
a s  t he  ki t c h e n. I t  w a s he r e , l o oki ng  t h r ou gh  t h e  k i t c he n d oo r  w i t h  t he  we s t  wi n dow  j ust 
be hi nd m e , t ha t  I  sa w m y f a t he r  l i f t  I n gi e  u p t o t he  c e i l i ng .

W h e n  we  we r e  ou t do or s, a s I ’ ve  m e n t i one d, we  sp e nt  m ost  of  o ur  t i m e  i n t he  s i de 
ya r d , o r  o n t he  po r c h, or  i n  t h e  “ f r ont ”  y a r d, by wh i c h  we  m e a n t  t ha t  p a r t  o f  t he  l a wn
r u nn i ng  a l on g F our t h  St r e e t  r a t he r  t ha n  Ma pl e . I  d o r e m e m b e r  go i ng  a r ou nd t h e  c or n e r  on t o
t h e  ot h e r  l e g o f  t he  f r ont  y a r d , a l t hou gh r a r e l y, si nc e  i t  w a s t ho ug ht  of  a s  pr ope r l y b e l o ng i ng 
t o  o ur  ne i gh bor s.

An  e nor m ou s e l m  st oo d n e a r  t he  po r c h s t e p s on t he i r  si de  of  t h e  y a r d, a  t r e e  l a r g e 
e n ou gh t ha t  t he  ve r y  e a r t h  s l op e d up  t o wa r d i t s  t r un k f r om  a  c o nsi de r a b l e  di st a nc e  a l l 
a r ou nd. Be c a use  of  t he  de e p sha de  t h e r e , t he  gr a ss  o n t hi s  s i de  of  t he  hou se  wa s t hi nne r  a nd 
m o r e  f i ne  t h a n on ou r  l a wn s. Ou r  n e i ghb or s ’  si d e  h a d  a c t ua l l y o nc e  b e e n  t h e  f r o nt  of  t h e 
ho us e . Not  o nl y  di d t he y h a v e  a  pa i r  of  l a r g e  w i nd ow s i n t he i r  l i v i n g r oom  f a c i ng we st  ont o
t h e  por c h, a nd a  s t a i ne d- g l a ss t r a ns om  ove r  t he i r  f r ont  do or , b ut  a t  t h e  c ur b o n M a p l e  St r e e t 
st oo d a n o l d  i r on hi t c h i ng  p ost  on c e  i n t e n de d f or  t h e  c onv e n i e n c e  of  vi si t or s a r r i vi ng by
ho r s e  a nd bu ggy .

T h e  hi t c hi ng  po st  wa s p a i n t e d b l a c k a nd  ha d a  r i ng  a t  i t s t i p t ha t  I  e n j oy e d  l i f t i ng  up 
i n  o r de r  t o l e t  i t  f a l l  do wn  a g a i n  w i t h  a  c l i nk  a g a i nst  on e  si d e  o f  t he  i r on  po st  or  t h e  o t h e r .
My  f i r s t  m e m or y  of  m y g r e a t  a un t s Ma r i e  a n d L ut i e  i s  f r om  a  sum m e r  a f t e r no on  wh e n I  wa s 
st a n di n g b y t he  hi t c hi n g p os t  a s t he y w a l k e d  pa st  on  t h e i r  w a y t o vi si t  m y  m ot h e r .
T h e  gr a ss un de r f oo t  wa s  bu r n e d a nd  d r y. My  f a t h e r  wa s s t i l l  a wa y, I ’ m  c e r t a i n. T he  f e e l i ng 
of  g r e a t  a nt i qu i t y  t ha t  l i ng e r s  i n  t he  m e m or y m a ke s m e  pl a c e  i t  i n  l a t e  Ju l y  or  e a r l y A ugu st 
of  1 945 .

Ma r i e  a nd L u t i e  a p pr oa c he d  f r om  t h e  nor t h, w a l k i ng  o n M a pl e  St r e e t  f r om  T h i r d. I n
t h e  m e m or y  I  di dn’ t  be c om e  u na w a r e  o f  t he m  u nt i l  t he y w e r e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t ha n t e n  or  t we l ve 
a r m - l e n gt h s a wa y. I  st o od t h e r e  l o ok i ng  a t  t he m . A s a l w a ys , t he y w a l ke d  si de  by  si de . A s
a l wa ys, t h e y  wo r e  dr e ss e s of  a  t hi n da r k m a t e r i a l , o pe n  a t  t he  ne c k, be l t e d l oo se l y a t  t he 
wa i s t , t he  h e m s  c o m i ng dow n ha l f wa y be l ow t h e i r  kn e e s. As a l wa y s, t h e y wa l ke d i n n e a r - 
un i s on, wi t h  a  hi n t  of  i nd us t r y  i n  t he i r  s t e ps t ha t  f e l l  j us t  s hor t  of  ha s t e  bu t  h a d  a b out  i t  a n a i r 
of  s om e t hi ng  gr e a t e r  t h a n or di n a r y  d e t e r m i na t i o n. T h e y wa l ke d w i t h  t he i r  h e a ds be n t 
f o r w a r d  sl i g ht l y, a s  i f  t h e y  we r e  e n ga g e d i n  a  c on ve r sa t i o n wi t h e a c h o t he r , a l t ho ug h a 



c o nv e r s a t i on  i n  wh i c h n e i t he r  o f  t he m  w a s sa yi n g a ny t hi ng, b ut  bot h i ns t e a d we r e  l i s t e n i ng 
a t t e nt i ve l y.

_
I  ha ve  no ot he r  m e m o r y of  Ma r i e  a n d L ut i e  e v e r  be i ng  a t  ou r  hou se  on  Fo ur t h St r e e t .

I  l e a r n e d l a t e r , t ho ugh , t ha t  d ur i ng  t h e  w a r  t h e y m a de  a  p oi nt , e v e r y t hi r d or  f ou r t h w e e k , of 
wa l k i ng  a c r o ss t ow n t o c a l l  on m y m o t he r .

_
By  t he  t i m e  of  t hi s m e m or y , Ma r i e  wa s a l r e a d y s i xt y- e i g ht , L ut i e  a l r e a d y s i x t y- one .

T h e y  st opp e d  i n  f r on t  o f  m e  a nd  be nt  do wn wh e r e  I  st ood  i n  t he  sun l i ght , o n t he  dr y gr a ss,
be si de  t he  h i t c hi n g pos t  t ha t , I  r e m e m b e r , f e l t  wa r m  f r om  t h e  s un wh e n I  t ou c he d i t .

_
I  do n’ t  r e m e m be r  w ha t  t he y  s a i d , o r  how  l o ng  t h e y st ood  t h e r e , l e a ni ng wi t h t he i r 

l a r g e  f a c e s be n t  d ow n t owa r d  m i ne . But  I  r e m e m b e r  wa t c h i ng  t he m  wa l k  a w a y f r om  m e , i n
a n  i m a g e  t ha t  I  un de r st a nd  n ow wa s  a  gl i m p se  t h r ou gh  a  hol e  i n t i m e .

Ha vi ng t ho ug ht  ba c k on i t  c o unt l e s s t i m e s, I  su ppo se  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n ki n d o f  pe r f e c t e d
or  i de a l  v e r si o n o f  t ha t  m om e nt  m a y ha v e  e m e r ge d. Bu t  w he t he r  t hi s  i s s o o r  not , I  s we a r 
t h a t  I  a m  f a i t h f ul  t o t he  c o nc r e t e  t r ut h a nd  de t a i l  of  wha t  I  s a w t h a t  a f t e r noo n.

I  st ood  by  t he  hi t c h i ng  po st  a n d w a t c he d t he m  m ove  a wa y  f r om  m e  t o  t he  c or ne r ,
m a ke  t h e  l e f t  t ur n  o nt o  Fo ur t h St r e e t , t he n c on t i n ue  t o wa r d t he  wa l k wa y  t h a t  wo ul d  t a ke 
t h e m  up  on t o  t h e  p or c h a nd  t he n  t o  t he  f r o nt  do or  of  ou r  h ou se .

I n  t he  m e m or y, a s t h e i r  t w i n  f i gur e s  m o ve  a w a y f r o m  m e , t h e r e  i s n o sou nd. T he 
a f t e r no on i s  qu i e t , t he  a i r  wa r m , su nl i ght  f a l l i ng  i n l e a f - s ha d ow pa t t e r ns  o n t he  c r a c k e d
sq ua r e s  of  t he  ol d  s i de wa l k.

_
No t  u nt i l  ye a r s  l a t e r  w a s I  t o und e r s t a nd wha t  a c t ua l l y  ha ppe ne d t ha t  m om e nt  or 

ho w pr o f ou nd l y i t  wo ul d  sh a p e  a nd nu r t u r e  t h e  r e st  o f  m y l i f e :  t he  f a c t  t h a t  on e  s um m e r 
a f t e r no on wh e n t he  w or l d w a s  on  t h e  e dg e  o f  c ha ngi ng  f o r e v e r , m y g r e a t - a un t s  pa sse d by,
si de  by  si de , i n l on g d a r k  d r e s se s , t he i r  he a ds  be nt  sl i gh t l y f or w a r d, one  o f  t he m —i t  w a s
L u t i e , I ’ m  c e r t a i n —c a r r yi n g a  c l ot h- c ov e r e d ba s ke t  o n h e r  a r m .

I  kn ow now  t ha t  a t  t ha t  m o m e nt  t he y we r e  n ot  si m pl y m y t wo  g r e a t - a un t s, bu t  a 
wi nd ow f or  m e  t o s e e  t h r ou gh —wi t h t h e  r e su l t  t h a t , f or  a  b r i e f  m om e n t  i n t he  su m m e r  of 
19 45 , w he n  I  wa s a l m ost  f o ur  ye a r s  o l d, st a n di n g n e a r  t he  c u r b, on  t he  gr a ss , b y t he  hi t c h i n g
po st , I  l o ok e d ba c k t hr oug h t he m  i nt o t he  ni ne t e e n t h  c e nt u r y , a nd wa s c ha n ge d f or e ve r .
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F I RS T: 

I n  t he  ye a r s  of  m y  e a r l y a do l e s c e n c e , t he r e  e xi st e d i nn um e r a bl e  t h i n gs a nd  p l a c e s i n 
W e st  T r e e  t h a t  of f e r e d wi n do ws f or  m e  t o s e e  t h r ou gh , i nt o  t he  pa s t . T h e se  i nc l ude d obj e c t s
a s  v a r i e d, f or  e xa m p l e , a s  t he  woo de n p a vi ng  bl oc k s t ha t  s t i l l  r e m a i ne d  i n  s om e  pa r t s o f 
do wn t ow n, or  t h e  p i t t e d  i r on  r a i l i ng  ( p ut  t h e r e  i n  1 854 )  a l o ng t he  c r e s t  o f  Ol d  Co l l e ge  Hi l l .
T h e  wi n dow s i nc l ud e d , s e e m i n gl y , a l m ost  e v e r yt h i ng —t he  sm o ot h, da r k f l o w o f  t he  r i ve r  a s
i t  c ur l e d ov e r  t he  l i p of  t h e  m i l l  d a m , or  t he  wa y  t he  br e e z e s sm e l l e d whe n t he y c a m e  f r om 
t h e  sou t hw e s t  i n t he  sw e e t  p a r t  of  a  wa r m  a u t um n, or  t h e  s ou nd of  c h ur c h b e l l s on sp r i n g
m o r n i ng s, or  t h e  t a s t e  of  r o ot  be e r  f l o a t s  i n H a r r y Ba u c hm a n ’ s dr u g st o r e , o r  t he  wa y
su nl i gh t  l oo ke d  wh e n  i t  f l ow e d t hr ou gh t hi c k  l e a ve s t o spl a s h b r ok e n l y on c r a c k e d
si de wa l ks i n  Ju l y a n d A ugu st .

Si m p l y t o na m e  a l l  s uc h  pl a c e s or  t h i ng s t o se e  t h r o ugh , l e t  a l one  d e sc r i b e  t he m ,
wo ul d a ppr oa c h t he  i m po ssi bl e . But , e ve n s o, he r e  i s  a  l i s t  of  som e  of  t he  m om e nt s , t hi ngs ,
a n d l oc a t i on s t ha t  I  no w t hi nk we r e  i n one  w a y or  a n ot h e r  t y pi c a l , a nd t yp i c a l l y i nf l ue nt i a l ,
i n  b r i n gi n g m e  i n m y  a d ol e sc e nt  ye a r s t owa r d  a n  i n c r e a s i ng l y  pr e c i se  a n d c om pl e t e 
un de r st a nd i n g o f  t he  wo r l d  a s a  c r e a t i o n o f  t he  pa st  ( a nd t o  a n  un de r st a nd i n g, a l t ho ugh  no t 
i m m e di a t e l y, of  t h e  pl a c e  I  m i g ht  e x pe c t  t o ha v e  i n t ha t  w or l d) .

Be i n g b y i t s  na t ur e  a r b i t r a r y a nd t o  s om e  de gr e e  ne c e s sa r i l y  p a r t i a l  a nd se l e c t i v e , t h e 
l i st  ne ve r t h e l e ss of f e r s a  p r a c t i c a l  us e f u l n e ss  t h r o ugh  i t s i nc l us i o n o f : 

1)    My  gr a n dm o t he r ’ s h ous e  a t  917  W ood l a n d Ave nue  ( si m i l a r  i f  not  a l m o st 
i d e n t i c a l  i n  st yl e  t o m y g r e a t - a un t  Ma r i e  a n d L ut i e ’ s h ous e  on Chr i s t i a ni a  A ve n ue ) 

2)    T h e  b a c k y a r d  o f  m y g r a ndm ot h e r ’ s hou se , w hi c h e xt e nd e d  de e p i n t o t he  c e nt e r 
of  t he  bl o c k , w i t h  t r e e s, he dge s, a n d s wi n g;  t h e  p a r t  o f  t he  ya r d ne a r e r  t o t he  ho us e ,
m o st  si gni f i c a n t l y  w i t h  i t s pi c ni c  t a bl e  a nd , a t  t he  no r t h we st  c or ne r  o f  t he  ho use  a nd
pr ov i di ng t h e  d r i v e w a y’ s t e r m i n us, i t s pi t t e d c onc r e t e  a pr on  f o r  a  c a r  t o st a nd  on 

3)    T h e  b a s e m e nt  of  m y  gr a n dm o t he r ’ s h ous e , wi t h, a m on g o t h e r s , t he se  pa r t i c ul a r s : 
a n  e xt r a  t oi l e t  on e  c or ne r , be h i nd  a n i m pr ov i se d w oo de n  wa l l ;  e xpo se d c e i l i n g
be a m s m a de  o f  t wo- by - e i ght s, wi t h sm a l l e r  a n gl e d s t r ut s  se pa r a t i ng  a nd br a c i ng
t h e m ;  n um e r o us ve s t i ge s  of  t he  l i v e s  of  m y  f a t h e r  a n d h i s si bl i ngs  i n y e a r s l on g p a s t ,
a m on g t he s e  a  b i c y c l e  w i t h ou t  w he e l s , a  r u st y t i r e  p um p , t hr e e  a nd  a  ha l f  pa i r s  of 
sk i s , f i ve  b a m b oo sk i  p ol e s, a  c r o qu e t  se t  w i t h  m a l l e t s , b a l l s, st i c ks, a n d wi c ke t s,
t h ou gh t he  w i c k e t s  w e r e  r u st e d, t h e  c ol or s  o f  t he  wo ode n p a r t s we r e  f a d e d, a nd t he 
ha nd l e s  of  t hr e e  o ut  of  t h e  si x  m a l l e t s  we r e  br oke n
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4)    T h e  u ps t a i r s of  m y  gr a n dm o t he r ’ s h ous e  ( si m i l a r  t o  bu t  c on si d e r a bl y l a r ge r  t h a n 
t h e  ups t a i r s  of  Ma r i e  a nd L u t i e ’ s ho use ) , wi t h i t s  c e nt r a l  h a l l wa y , i t s  t e l e pho ne  a n d
t e l e pho ne  t a bl e , s l o pi n g c e i l i n gs, a nd f ou r  be d r oo m s 

5)    Of  t h e s e , m y f a t he r ’ s  b e dr oom  i n p a r t i c ul a r , wi t h i t s  w i nd ow f a c i n g n or t h a nd  i t s
c e i l i ng  ga r r e t - l i k e  a nd  sl a n t e d 

6)    L o c a t e d  a  l on g bl o c k di r e c t l y  n or t h o f  m y gr a nd m ot he r ’ s  ho use , t he  W e st  T r e e 
Ho sp i t a l  a nd  wh a t  I  be l i e v e  now  t o  h a ve  be e n  t h e  s i g ni f i c a nc e  b ot h  o f  t ha t  b ui l di n g
a n d of  i t s  d e si gn

7)    T h e  p a r k a nd e s pl a na d e  r e a c hi ng  no r t h  f r om  t h e  r e a r  o f  t he  ho sp i t a l , t o wa r d
Ch r i st i a ni a  Ave nue 

8)    T h e  w a d i ng  po ol  a n d s pr i nk l e r  l oc a t e d  i n t ha t  p a r k , a t  t he  Ch r i st i a ni a  Ave nue 
e n d

9)    My  vi si t  t o t he  wa di n g poo l  i n t he  su m m e r  of  19 44, a l t h oug h i t  c ou l d
c o nc e i v a bl y ha v e  b e e n 1 945 

10 )   T h e  f i g ur e , p e r son a l i t y , a nd i n f l u e nc e  of  Dr . F . K . K a m pf e r , ne a r b y n e i ghb or  of 
m y  g r a n dm o t h e r , f e l l ow c hu r c h m e m b e r , f r e q ue nt  vi s i t or  t o he r  h ous e , a n d
pr of e ss or , s i nc e  1 92 8, of  Ge r m a n a nd  ph ysi c s  a t  Ol d Col l e g e 

11 )   T h e  c l o t hi ng wo r n by Dr . K a m p f e r , i n pa r t i c ul a r  t h e  h a t , s of t  b r ow n j a c ke t , h i g h
so c k s a nd ba ggy  sh or t s t ha t  he  c om m o nl y  wo r e  on  hi s wa l ks t h r ou gh W e st  T r e e 

12 )   T h e  s c e nt  t ha t  c a m e  f r o m  D r . Ka m pf e r ’ s c l o t hi ng :  a  sc e n t  c om p os e d of 
m o t h ba l l s a n d t he  sm oke  of  a nc i e nt  c a m p f i r e s , t he s e  be i ng m i ngl e d wi t h a  n um be r 
of  o t he r  a nd  m u c h f a i nt e r  sm e l l s

13 )   T h e  p a r t  t he s e  sm e l l s  p l a y e d a t  m y  gr a n dm o t he r ’ s h ous e  one  Sa t u r da y m or ni n g
i n  e a r l y A pr i l  195 4, wh e n t h e y c a u se d m e , f o r  t he  f i r st  t i m e  i n  m y  l i f e —t h r o ugh 
r e a l i z i ng t h a t  wha t  I  s m e l l e d i n D r . Ka m pf e r ’ s c l o t h i ng  we r e  t h e  s c e nt s  of  t he  pa s t 
a n d t he r e f or e  t he  sc e nt s o f  wha t  n o l on ge r  e xi s t e d —t o u nde r s t a n d t ha t  b y n e c e ss i t y 
t h e  pa s t  e xi st s  a n d ye t  by  a n e qua l  ne c e ss i t y c a n no t  a nd do e s not  e xi s t .

SECO ND: 

vi i .
( I  h a d not hi ng t o do . T he  ho use  wa s e m p t y, h ol l ow, d r e a r y, v a c a nt , a ba n don e d .

T i m e  di dn’ t  m ov e . I n  t h e  l i v i ng  r o om  I  l oo ke d u p a t  t he  r o ws  of  bo ok s
be hi nd t he i r  gl a ss  d oor s f l a nki ng t h e  f i r e pl a c e . I  w e nt  i n t o  t h e  b a s e m e nt  bu t  s oon 
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c a m e  ba c k up  a g a i n . I n t he  d i ni ng r o om , I  op e ne d t he  do or  a n d c l i m be d t he  c a r pe t e d 
st a i r wa y t o t he  se c o nd f l o or . I  st oo d i n t he  ha l l  ne a r  t he  t e l e pho ne  t a bl e  a nd l oo ke d
f r om  on e  e nd  of  t h e  hou se  t o  t h e  o t h e r . I  we nt  i nt o e a c h o f  t he  r o om s a nd c a m e  out 
of  t he m  a g a i n, i nc l u di n g m y f a t he r ’ s  r o om  a n d t he  st or a ge  r o om  wi t h t he  t e nt  pe gs
a n d t e n ni s  r a c k e t s  i n i t .

_
My  g r a n dm o t h e r  r e a ds . S he  wr i t e s l e t t e r s. T h e  h ous e  i s qui e t  a n d n o one  i s  i n i t . My 
gr a n dm o t he r  som e t i m e s l i st e n s t o t he  r a di o . I n he r  w he e l c h a i r  a t  t he  di ni n g r oo m 
t a bl e  s he  a l m os t  a l w a ys  do e s  so . O n Sa t ur d a y  m o r ni ng s w he n  I  a m  t h e r e , t he  s t a t i on 
f r om  Ol d Col l e g e  b r o a dc a st s se l e c t i o ns of  m u si c  i n t e r sp e r s e d  wi t h pe r i o ds of  t a l k
a n d di s c us si on. I  pa y l i t t l e  a t t e n t i on t o i t . T he  so und  of  t he  r a d i o  se e m s  t o m e  d r e a r y ,
va c a nt , a n d c hu r c h l i ke .

vi i i .
( P r o f e s sor  C. P . K a m pf e r  m os t  o f t e n c a m e  i n t hr oug h t he  f r on t  d oor . He  wou l d  gi ve 
t h e  be l l  a  q ui c k d ou bl e  r i ng , o pe n  t he  doo r , pu t  h i s  he a d i n si d e , t h e n si n g out  t h e 
wo r d  “ h e l l o”  i n  a  wa y t ha t  w a s l e s s i nt e r r og a t i ve  t h a n de c l a r a t i ve . He  sa n g t he 
se c o nd syl l a bl e  i n  t hr e e  e xt e nd e d t o ne s  t h a t  I  t ho ug ht  of  a s  f o r m i ng  a n  un du l a t i ng 
st r i ng of  l e t t e r  “ o’ s”  t ha t  c a m e  i nt o t he  ho use , w e n di n g t he i r  wa y  t hr o ugh  d oor s a nd 
a r ou nd c or ne r s i nt o m y gr a nd m ot he r ’ s  e a r .

_
I f  t he  we a t h e r  wa s  a t  a l l  we t , sno wy , o r  m ud dy, Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r ’ s r i n g w ou l d be 
m o r e  di st a nt  be c a u se  he  wo ul d c om e  i n a t  t he  ba c k do or  i ns t e a d of  t h e  f r on t . He 
wo ul d s t e p  i nt o  t h e  woo d- p a n e l e d v e s t i b ul e , t a k e  o f f  hi s b oo t s a nd  l e a v e  t he m  o n t he 
m a t  t he r e , t he n  c o m e  up  t h e  t hr e e  st e ps , o pe n t he  ki t c h e n do or  a nd  s i ng  ou t  hi s 
gr e e t i n g. I n va r i a b l y , a s t ho ugh  i m a g i ni ng t h a t  he  st i l l  ha d on we t  b oot s, or  m u ddy 
on e s , h e  w ou l d t i p t o e  a c r o ss  t h e  k i t c he n f l o or , a p pe a r i ng a t  t h e  e nt r y t o t h e  d i ni ng 
r o om  wi t h on l y t hi c k  wo ol  st oc k i ng s on hi s  f e e t .

_
My  g r a n dm o t h e r  c l e a r l y se e m e d p l e a se d a t  t he  a t t e n t i ons  sh e  r e c e i v e d  f r om 
Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r . S he  r e c e i ve d  hi m  e a g e r l y, wi t h sm i l e s a nd  a n  a w kw a r d , b r i e f 
ha l f - e m br a c e , f or  wh i c h  he  l e a n e d do wn t o he r . I n sp i t e  of  t he  f e r vo r  o f  t he se  vi s i t s, I 
r e m e m be r  t he m  a s n or m a l l y l a st i ng l i t t l e  m or e  t ha n  t e n or  f i f t e e n m i nut e s. T hi s  ki nd 
of  b r e v i t y , how e ve r , wa s i n ke e pi n g wi t h o ne  of  Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r ’ s m os t 
pr on oun c e d  t r a i t s, w hi c h w a s  t h e  i m p r e s si o n he  ga v e  of  be i ng  a l wa y s i n ve r y gr e a t 
ha st e .

I f  m y g r a n dm ot h e r  wa s i n  he r  b e d r oo m , he  wo ul d  g o i n i m m e di a t e l y  a n d,
a f t e r  t he  e m br a c e , d r a w  up  t he  sm a l l  st r a i gh t  c ha i r  t o t he  s i de  of  t he  be d . I f  she  w a s
i n  t he  di n i n g r oom , he  wou l d  si t  a t  t he  t a bl e  w he r e  m y m ot he r  h a d sa t , wi t h hi s  ba c k 
t o wa r d t he  w i nd ows .

He  b r ou ght  i t e m s of  f oo d f or  m y  g r a n dm o t h e r — br e a d s, c a k e s , m uf f i n s t ha t 
he  h a d m a d e  hi m se l f , sm a l l  j a r s  of  h i s own  p r e s e r v e s  f r om  t h e  r a sp be r r y  bu sh e s i n
hi s ya r d. W i t h ve r y ne a r l y  e a c h  vi si t , t oo , he  wou l d  r e t ur n r e a di n g m a t e r i a l s t ha t  m y
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gr a n dm o t he r  ha d  gi ve n h i m , c om m e nt i n g w i t h ou t  f a i l —w he t he r  o r  n ot  t h e  t wo we nt 
on  t o d i sc us s t he  m a t t e r  f ur t he r —t ha t  w ha t  h e ’ d  r e a d  ha d b e e n “ ve r y i nt e r e st i ng .”  I n 
t u r n , h e  o f t e n br o ug ht  i t e m s  f o r  m y gr a ndm ot he r  t o  r e a d . S om e t i m e s  t he s e  w e r e 
bo ok s w i t h  c e r t a i n  c ha p t e r s se t  of f  by m a r ke r s. Mo r e  of t e n  t he y  we r e  a r t i c l e s i n
po pu l a r  m a ga z i n e s or  i n  a l um ni  or  c h ur c h n e w sl e t t e r s . O n t he  f o l l o wi ng Sa t ur da y ’ s
vi si t  t he y  w oul d m a k e  t he i r  e xc ha n ge s a ga i n.

_
( F r o m  t he  be gi n ni n g, I  f ou nd  Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r  a  c ur i os i t y  b ut  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e 
f a i n t l y  un se t t l i ng . T he r e  wa s a  qu a l i t y  i n  h i s a pp e a r a n c e — pa r t l y t he  r e sul t  of  hi s 
e y e b r ow s, wh i c h  we r e  da r k a n d b ush y a nd  se e m e d t o be  he l d up  by  t i ny  i n vi s i b l e 
ho ok s—t ha t  g a ve  hi m  a  c ons t a nt  l oo k of  sur pr i se .

I n  t he  t i m e  I  k ne w  h i m , I  do ubt  t h a t  he  a n d I  s pok e  m or e  t ha n t we nt y  wo r d s.
I  kn ow, ho we ve r , t ha t  I  ha d m or e  t ha n t we n t y  m o m e n t s  of  un e a si n e ss  w he n , f or  no 
a p pa r e n t  r e a son , I  w oul d n ot i c e  Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r  st a r i ng a t  m e  f i xe dl y , a s i f  I  w e r e 
a  m y st e r y i n  ne e d of  so l vi ng , o r —t ha nks  t o  h i s e ye br ows  a g a i n—a s i f  I  h a d j u st 
do ne  so m e t hi ng so a l a r m i ng  a s t o r e n de r  hi m  sho c ke d a nd  sp e e c hl e ss .

I  ha d n o i d e a  t h a t  Pr of e sso r  Ka m pf e r  wa s  l a t e r  t o p l a y s o s i g ni f i c a nt  a  r ol e  i n
m y  l i f e . H e , t o o, I ’ m  s ur e , wou l d ha ve  be e n j us t  a s sur pr i se d t o k no w t he  sa m e  t hi ng .

_
T h e  pl e a su r e  m y  gr a n dm o t he r  t oo k i n hi s  c o m p a ny  m u st  be e n du e  i n s om e  p a r t 
si m p l y t o t h e  l e ng t h  of  t h e i r  a c qu a i nt a nc e . Pr o f e s so r  K a m p f e r , a f t e r  a l l , ha d l i ve d
a r ou nd t he  c or n e r  ( o r  t hr o ug h t he  bl oc k )  o n Pop l a r  S t r e e t  si nc e  19 28 , t he  ye a r  he 
be ga n t e a c hi ng a t  Ol d Col l e g e . T hi s m e a nt  t h a t  m y gr a nd m ot he r  h a d kn own  hi m  a nd 
hi s f a m i l y —a  no w- d e c e a s e d wi f e  a nd  a  so n g r o wn a nd  g one —f o r  ove r  a  q ua r t e r  o f  a 
c e nt ur y .

My  o wn c ur i o si t y a bo ut  Pr o f e sso r  K a m pf e r  w a s  l e ss pe r so na l  t ha n  m y 
gr a n dm o t he r ’ s b ut  no  m o r e  l i m i t e d. U nqu e st i o na b l y, h e  w a s st r a n ge  bo t h i n
a p pe a r a nc e  a nd be h a v i or . T he r e  we r e  hi s  st a r t l e d e ye br o ws, h i s pe r pe t ua l  h a s t e , hi s
r a pi d s pe e c h , t he  bi r d- l i k e  qui c kn e s s o f  h i s  m o ve m e n t s, a n d, m o st  no t i c e a b l e  of  a l l ,
hi s c ur i ou sl y a sym m e t r i c a l  m out h. No t  o nl y  w a s i t s  l e f t  si de  hi ghe r  t ha n t he  r i ght ,
bu t  a  t i c  ha d c hos e n  t o  m a ke  i t s h om e  s om e wh e r e  wi t h i n t ha t  sa m e  l e f t  l i p.
W h e n e ve r  t he  t i c  b e c a m e  a c t i ve , t h e  t op  l i p j e r ke d  s udd e nl y upw a r d —a s i f  t ug ge d 
by  a not he r  t i ny  ho ok —a n d e xp ose d t he  l o ng ye l l o w c a n i ne  r e si di n g b e h i nd  i t . T he 
f l e e t i n g a pp e a r a nc e  of  t ha t  t oo t h ga ve  Pr o f e sso r  K a m pf e r  a n odd l y si ni s t e r  l ook , a s i f 
a  c i vi l i z e d f a c e  h a d  be e n e v e r  so br i e f l y un m a s ke d  t o r e ve a l  a  gl i m p se  of  t h e 
un l i t e r a t e  c a r n i vo r e  be hi n d i t .

i x .
( I  c a n’ t  b e  a bs ol u t e l y c e r t a i n whi c h  of  t h e  f ol l ow i n g i s o f  t he  gr e a t e s t  s i g ni f i c a nc e ,
e i t h e r  i n a n d o f  i t s e l f  or  i n i t s r e l a t i on sh i p t o t h e  f ut u r e : 

1)  t he  c l o t h i ng  wo r n  by  Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r 
2)  t he  m i n gl e d sm e l l s t ha t  s om e t i m e s  a r ose  f r om  Pr of e ss or  Ka m pf e r ’ s c l o t hi ng 
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3)  t he  f a c t  t ha t  P r o f e s sor  K a m p f e r  e xi s t e d  s e e m i ng l y  i n  a  di f f e r e n t  pl a ne  of  t i m e 
f r om  e v e r y on e  e l se , si n c e  he  c o nt i nu e d t o dw e l l  wi t h i n t he  E poc h o f  W a l ki n g
wh e n , f or  a l l  o t he r s , t ha t  e poc h h a d  l o ng si nc e  e n de d

T h e  t hr e e , I  do  kn ow , a r e  of  e q ua l  i nt e r e s t  i ns of a r  a s a l l  c onc e r n  t he m se l ve s
ob vi ous l y wi t h t he  m yst e r i e s  of  sp a c e  a nd t i m e .

x.
L i ke  a n yon e  e l s e ’ s , Pr o f e s so r  K a m p f e r ’ s  c l ot hi n g v a r i e d  wi t h  t h e  s e a son s. I t  di f f e r e d
f r om  ot he r  p e op l e ’ s, ho we v e r , i n b e i ng so c l e a r l y ol d- f a sh i o ne d , a s i f  he  ha d
r e c e i ve d i t  f r o m  s t o r a g e  i n som e  p r e vi o us e r a .

W h e t he r  hi s a pp e a r a n c e  se e m e d m or e  u nus ua l  i n s um m e r  or  wi nt e r  i s
di f f i c u l t  t o  sa y. I n  t h e  c ol d m ont hs , w e a r i n g b l a c k l e a t he r  boo t s t h a t  c a m e  sl i ght l y 
m o r e  t h a n ha l f w a y up  hi s c a l ve s , a  Russ i a n  b l a c k f ur  ha t , a  gr e a t c oa t  t ha t  h ung 
be l o w h i s kn e e s , a nd  ov e r s i z e d f ur  m i t t e ns , he  wou l d  wa l k ou t  i n a ny  a n d a l l 
we a t he r . H e  di d  so  e ve n  i n  t he  m os t  f i e r c e  o f  b l i z z a r ds , w he n h e  w ou l d a l s o put  on 
da r k  go ggl e s  wi t h sm a l l  r o un d l e ns e s . I n t he  dr i f t - b oun d, be l ow - z e r o  we a t h e r  t h a t 
f o l l owe d t he  st or m s, he  c o ul d b e  s e e n m ovi ng  t h r ou gh  t h e  u np opu l a t e d  si l e n c e  on 
sn ow sho e s.

I n  s um m e r , o n t he  ot he r  ha nd , h e  w a s  di st i ng ui s he d  b y b e i n g t he  on l y  m a l e 
i n  W e st  T r e e  ov e r  si x y e a r s of  a ge  t o w e a r  s hor t  p a n t s. So m e t i m e s t h e se  we r e 
a u t h e nt i c  l e de r hos e n , t hou gh  m o st  of  t h e  t i m e  t he y  w e r e  be l t e d, ba gg y, m ul t i - 
po c k e t e d g r a y s hor t s  of  so f t  t h i c k  c ot t on. I n a ddi t i on, he  w or e  a  pa i r  of  du st y  ox f o r ds 
a n d kne e - h i g h s oc k s, a n  op e n  sh i r t  u nde r  a  f our - bu t t one d b r o wn j a c ke t  ( t he  l a t t e r 
om i t t e d  i n  h ot  we a t h e r ) , a nd  on  hi s he a d a  Ba va r i a n f e l t  h a t  wi t h t h e  t a i l  f e a t he r  o f  a 
ph e a sa n t  i n i t , se t  a t  a  r a k i sh l y a n gl e . I n t hi s s e a son , h e  a l w a ys  c a r r i e d  w i t h  hi m  a 
da r k , k nob be d, c r o ok e d wa l ki ng st i c k .

_
( H e  wa s  we a r i ng  t h e s e  c l ot he s o ne  un se a son a b l y wa r m  Sa t ur d a y  m o r ni ng  i n  Ap r i l  o f 
19 54  wh e n he  c a m e  i n  a t  t h e  f r o nt  do or , c r os se d  t h e  l i v i ng  r oom , p a s se d  t h e  di n i ng 
r o om  pi a no , a nd  c a m e  t o  a  st op a t  m y  gr a nd m o t he r ’ s  e l bo w t o l oo k d ow n a t 
so m e t hi ng sh e  w a s r e a di ng. H e  s t op pe d a t  h e r  e l bow  a t  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  sa m e  m om e nt 
t h a t  I , ha vi ng be e n ups t a i r s , w he r e  I  h a dn ’ t  he a r d  h i m  a r r i v e , ope ne d t he  st a i r c a s e 
do or  a n d c a m e  i nt o  t he  di n i n g r oom .

T h i s  c o i nc i d e nt a l  t i m i n g p l a c e d  m e  v e r y  c l os e  t o h i m , a nd i t  wa s n e c e ss a r y 
f o r  m e  t o dr a w e ve n c l o se r  a s I  st e p pe d  be hi nd hi m  ( a nd  m y  g r a n dm o t h e r )  i n  o r de r 
t o  g o i nt o  t he  ki t c h e n. I t  w a s a t  j u st  t ha t  m om e nt , a s I  s qu e e z e d be t we e n hi m  a nd t h e 
c h i n a  c a bi ne t , t ha t  I  c a ug ht  t h e  s c e nt  t ha t  m a d e  i t s  wa y o ut  f r om  a m ong  t h e  f ol ds a n d
c r e a se s  of  h i s sum m e r  w a l k i n g c l ot he s, pe r ha ps m a i nl y f r om  t he  br o wn  j a c ke t . I t 
wa s a  s m e l l  m a d e  u p, a s  I ’ ve  m e nt i on e d, m a i n l y of  t h e  s c e n t  of  m ot hb a l l s a nd  of 
ve r y  ol d w oo dsm oke , t he se  m i ngl e d wi t h t hr e e  or  f o ur  ot he r  t r a c e s, m uc h  f a i n t e r .
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I  kn ow now  t ha t  i t  w a s t he  s c e n t  o f  t he  pa st , o f  w ha t  h a d be e n but  w a s no
m o r e , o f  w ha t  h a d e x i st e d a n d n ow di d n ot . T he  sc e nt  br oug ht  t o  m e , wi t h a n
ov e r whe l m i ng  i m m e d i a c y a nd  p owe r , a  f l o od of  l o st  t h i ng s f r o m  a ba n do ne d  ye a r s
l i ke  19 23, 1 927 , 1 93 1, 193 4, a n d 1 93 8;  t he  v a ni she d r e m na n t s  of  da ys  sp e nt  h i ki ng,
of  b a c k pa c ks , d ust , t r a i l s , pi n e  n e e dl e s, f o r e s t  f l o or s , o f  st r e a m s a nd  r o ds  a n d r e e l s
a n d f i s h- k ni ve s  a n d t e n t s a n d c r e e l s  a n d c a n va s  a n d c a m pf i r e s—a n i m p r e s si o n so
ov e r whe l m i ng  t o  m e  t ha t , a s I  l e f t  t he  di n i n g r oom  a nd we n t  i n t hr ou gh t he  k i t c he n 
do or  ( P r of e s sor  Ka m p f e r , s c a r c e l y di st u r be d, ga ve  m e  t h i s t i m e  onl y a  s e c o nd ’ s
i n c u r i o us gl a nc e  b e f or e  he  t ur n e d ba c k t o m y  gr a nd m o t he r ’ s  r e a d i ng  m a t e r i a l ) , I 
t o ok  wi t h m e  f o r  t he  f i r st  t i m e  i n  m y l i f e  t he  sud de n u nde r s t a n di n g t ha t  t he  pa st  do e s
e x i s t  b ut  t h a t  t he  t hi n gs i n  i t  do  n ot ;  t h a t  t h e  s c e nt  of  ol d w ood sm oke  wa s t he  sc e n t 
of  s om e t hi ng  t h a t  wa s n o l on ge r  t h e r e  a nd t h a t  t he r e f or e  c ou l d not  e xi s t  a nd  ye t  t ha t 
a t  t he  sa m e  t i m e  s t i l l  di d  e xi s t ;  a n d t ha t  t he  m ys t e r i e s o f  spa c e  a n d t i m e  m ust  i n de e d
be  t he  puz z l e s t ha t  hol d t he  a n swe r s  t o  a l l  t hi ngs  i n t he  wo r l d  a n d i n t he 
un i v e r s e —a nd  t h a t  ye t , a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e , r e m a i n , a nd  sh ow e v e r y  pr om i se  t h a t  t h e y
wi l l  a l wa y s r e m a i n , out  of  r e a c h, i m pe n e t r a b l e , a n d unk now a b l e .



T H E  CON CL U SI ON OF CH APT E R FO UR

( I n t he  sp r i ng of  19 49, be si de s  op e r a t i ng ou r  f a r m , m y f a t he r  t ook  a  j o b, pa r t  t i m e ,
su bs t i t ut i ng  f o r  a no t he r  E ng l i s h i ns t r u c t o r  a t  Ol d  Col l e ge .

I  wa s e i gh t  ye a r s ol d, a nd  b e c a use  1 949  wa s st i l l  on e  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  E poc h of 
W a l k i ng  wa s t o be g i n  e n di n g i n e a r ne st , t i m e  st i l l  e xi s t e d  a l l  a r o un d m e :  Fo r  a  br i e f  p e r i od 
l o ng e r , i t  w oul d r e m a i n  a s  o m ni pr e se nt  a nd  n ur t ur i ng  a s  t h e  a i r , a nd  i m pos si bl e  f o r  a  p e r s on 
no t  t o a bs or b.

T h r o ugh  t h i s  c o nt i nu e d e xi st e nc e  o f  t i m e , c e r t a i n  a spe c t s  o f  r i c h ne ss i n t h e  w or l d,
a n d c e r t a i n a sp e c t s of  de p t h , c ont i n ue d  f o r  t he  t i m e  be i ng  t o e xi s t  a nd  t o  b e  a  pa r t  of  t h e 
no r m a l  e xp e r i e n c e  of  l i f e . T hi s  r i c h ne s s, a n d t hi s  d e pt h, we r e  e vi de nt  t hr ou gh t he 
c o nc om i t a n t  a nd  c o nt i nu e d e x i st e nc e  e ve r yw he r e  of  c o l or , t e x t ur e , m o od, sc e n t , i m p l i c a t i on ,
a n d f e e l i n g— t hr oug h a n e nt i r e  w e a l t h  of  qu a l i t i e s st i l l  r e si de n t  i n e xp e r i e n c e , a l t h oug h a l l 
t o o soo n t hi s w e a l t h , a l so , wou l d be gi n  t h e  i r r e ve r s i bl e  p r o c e s s o f  di s a pp e a r i n g f or e ve r .

_
At  t he  ba s e  of  Ol d  Col l e ge  H i l l , Chr i st i a n i a  Av e nu e  a br upt l y  l o st  i t s n a m e  a nd

t u r n e d si m pl y i nt o  a  on e - w a y  r o a d c u r vi ng up  t h e  s t e e p e a s t  sl o pe  of  t h e  h i l l . Of t e n  e n oug h,
I  r o de  t he r e  wi t h m y  f a t he r  on e r r a n ds up t o  Ol d Col l e g e . As  t h e  a sc e nt  be ga n, I  c ou l d l oo k
ou t  t he  l e f t  wi ndo w a nd  se e  a  l i m e st one  r e t a i ni ng wa l l  sl i di ng by on l y f e e t  f r o m  m y e ye s;  or 
I  c o ul d  l o ok  ou t  t he  r i ght  w i nd ow a t  a  she e r  dr op, w he r e  t he  r o a d wa s h e l d  i n p l a c e  by
a n ot he r  r e t a i ni ng wa l l , t h i s  on e  b e l ow r oa d l e v e l . A f t e r  w e ’ d c r e s t e d t he  hi l l  a nd  m a de  a 
hu nd r e d - a n d- e i g ht y  d e gr e e  t u r n, I  c o ul d  l o ok  ou t  t he  ba c k a c r os s a  b r oa d v i s t a  of  pr a i r i e 
r o l l i ng  we st wa r d. T h e n, a  m o m e n t  l a t e r , a s  t he  c a r  m ove d u nd e r  t a l l  t r e e s, I  c o ul d  l ook  ou t 
f r om  a n y w i n dow  a n d se e  si de wa l ks, l a wn s, a n d b ui l di ngs —so m e  of  r e d br i c k, s om e  of 
l i m e st o ne , o ne  of  wo od— t ha t  m a d e  m e  t hi nk, a s I  a l wa ys di d , of  t he  h i l l t op  c a m p us a s  be i ng 
a  sm a l l  se pa r a t e  t ow n i n i t s e l f .

_
( L a t e  s pr i ng , a  c l ou dl e ss da y, wa r m  a nd  st i l l . I t  wa s f i na l s  we e k i n  t h e  s pr i ng 

se m e st e r  o f  194 9—n e a r  t he  e n d o f  t he  we e k, s o t ha t  t he r e  w e r e  f e w st ude nt s  o n t he 
wa l k wa y s o r  on t he  l a wn s r e a di n g, m o st  ha v i n g f i ni sh e d t he i r  e x a m s  a nd gon e  hom e .

My  f a t h e r  ha d a not he r  e r r a nd  t o  r u n— t ur ni n g i n hi s  g r a d e s, m e e t i ng  a  st ude nt  f o r  a 
m a ke - up  e x a m , I  do n’ t  k now —t ha t  t o ok  hi m  t o Fi r st  Ha l l . My  s i st e r s  h a dn ’ t  c o m e  a l o ng .

My  m ot h e r  a n d I  st a y e d i n t h e  c a r  ou t si de  Fi r st  Ha l l  a s  m y  f a t h e r  we nt  up t h e  s t a i r s 
a n d i n t hr ou gh t he  f r on t  d oo r . T he  c a r  wa s  p a r k e d up  f a i r l y c l o se  t o  t h e  w e s t  f a ç a de  of  t h e 
ol d bui l di ng . M y m ot he r  a n d I  s a t  t h e r e  l o ok i ng  a t  i t , wi t h i t s  t a l l  wi ndo ws  a n d h i g h f l oo r s . I f 
I  pu t  m y h e a d o ut  a n d l ook e d  up , I  c oul d a l m ost  se e  t he  po i n t e d  be l l  t o we r  a nd f l a gp ol e  on 
t h e  r oo f .

T h e  wi n dow s we r e  a l l  op e n wi de  be c a u se  of  t h e  d a y’ s wa r m t h , a nd  i n si de  on t h e 
se c o nd f l o or  yo u c ou l d se e  h e a d s b ow e d f or wa r d a s st ude nt s  w or k e d on  t h e i r  e xa m s. On e  o f 
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t h e m  sa t  c l o se  e no ug h t o t he  wi ndo w so t ha t  he  c ou l d  r e st  a n  a r m  o n t he  si l l  wi t h hi s h a nd 
ou t  i n t he  a i r . Be t w e e n  t h e  f i n ge r s of  t ha t  ha n d h e  he l d a  l i t  c i g a r e t t e .

My  m ot h e r  l a ugh e d qu i e t l y a n d c l uc ke d h e r  t o ngu e  i n a  m oc k - s t e r n w a y  t h a t  t o l d m e 
t h a t  sh e  a nd  m y  f a t h e r  ha d  d one  t h e  sa m e  t hi ng t he m s e l v e s wh e n t he y ha d  be e n  st ude nt s a t 
Ol d Col l e g e  i n t he  l a t e  19 20 ’ s a nd  e a r l y 1 93 0’ s . “ W e l l , he ’ s  br e a k i n g t he  ru l e s,”  m y m ot h e r 
sa i d , b ut  i n  a  sc h oo l - y a r d  w a y, m a ki ng i t  i n t o a  s on g a nd ho l di ng t h e  l a st  w or d  t h r o ugh  t w o
f a l l i ng  t o ne s.

Pe r h a ps  t h e  i ns t r u c t or  l oo ke d u p, or  c a m e  ba c k i nt o t he  r o om  j u st  t h e n, be c a use  t h e 
st ud e nt  dr op pe d  hi s c i g a r e t t e , l e t t i ng i t  f a l l  f r o m  t he  se c o nd f l o or  wi ndo w. An d i n t ha t 
m o m e nt , i n  t he  t i m e  i t  t oo k f or  t h e  c i g a r e t t e  t o d r o p f r om  w i nd ow t o  t h e  g r o und , I  s a w i nt o
t h e  pa s t . I  m a y  no t  ha v e  k no wn i t  a t  t h e  t i m e , but  I  di d s e e , t hr o ug h l a ye r  a f t e r  l a ye r  a f t e r 
l a ye r , dow n i nt o t he  pa st  i t se l f .

_
T h i n gs f i t  t oge t he r  a nd  di dn ’ t  f i t  t oge t he r . I n  t h a t  br i e f  m om e nt , a s t he  c i ga r e t t e 

dr op pe d  t h r o ugh  t h e  sun l i g ht , a l l  t i m e  wa s  o ne .
_

I  l e a ne d f or wa r d w i t h m y e l b ows  on  t he  se a t - ba c k i n f r o nt  of  m e  a n d l oo ke d  a t  m y
m o t h e r . He r  ha i r  w a s  st i l l  p e r f e c t l y  bl a c k , a nd  sh e  wor e  i t  pul l e d  b a c k  t i gh t l y , a l m ost 
se ve r e l y, a n d s ha p e d  i n t o a  bun . S he  ha d o n a  f l ow e r e d shi r t  wi t h t h e  s l e e ve s r ol l e d  l o ose l y ,
a n d ove r  i t  a  f a de d pa i r  o f  f a r m e r ’ s  de ni m  o ve r a l l s wi t h s t r a ps  ov e r  t h e  s ho ul d e r s . On he r 
f e e t  we r e  a n kl e - hi gh  bo ot s  w i t h  ga r d e n m ud  c a ke d o n t he m .

_
W h e n  m y  f a t h e r  we n t  up t he  s t a i r s a n d i nt o  F i r s t  H a l l , he ’ d ha d  on  w i ng - t i p sho e s,

f l a n ne l  sl a c ks, a  t i e , l i g ht - bl ue  sh i r t , a nd  t w e e d  j a c k e t . A t  h om e , l a t e r  t h a t  a f t e r noo n, he 
wo ul d h a ve  o n a  kh a k i  s hi r t  wi t h t he  sl e e v e s  a l so r o l l e d u p, a n d k ha ki  pa n t s . H e  w ou l d ha v e 
on  b oot s l i k e  m y m ot he r ’ s, b ut  t he y wou l d be  c a ke d  n ot  onl y wi t h d r i e d m ud  b ut  a l s o wi t h
m a nu r e  f r o m  t he  ba r n .

_
I  wa s e i gh t ;  m y  m o t h e r  wa s  f or t y- t wo . S e ve nt e e n  ye a r s b e f o r e , i n t hi s s a m e  m ont h

a n d se a son , she  ha d gr a dua t e d f r om  O l d Col l e ge , a  ye a r  a f t e r  m y  f a t h e r . An d t we nt y - t wo
ye a r s e a r l i e r  t ha n  t ha t , i n 191 0, m y  gr e a t - a unt  Ma r i e  h a d c o m e  t o W e st  T r e e  t o be  a 
pr of e ss or . F i f t y- s i x  ye a r s  b e f o r e  t h a t , i n  1 854 , F i r st  Ha l l  ha d  be e n  bu i l t —a t  a  t i m e  wh e n
t h e r e  w e r e  n o b ui l di ngs  on  t he  we s t  si d e  o f  t ow n b e y ond  a  sh a nt y o r  t wo , w he n Chr i st i a n i a 
Av e n ue  wa s  a  wa gon  t r a i l  a nd  t h e  w a d i ng  po ol  di dn’ t  e xi st , o r  t he  e s pl a na d e , or  t h e  hos pi t a l ,
or  i t s sol a r i um , o r  Ma r i e  a n d L ut i e ’ s h ous e , or  i t s ups t a i r s  ba t hr oo m , or  i t s b a c k  y a r d , o r  i t s 
ga r d e n t oo l s  i n  t h e  she d, or  m y  gr a n dm o t he r ’ s h ous e  wi t h i t s  sk i s a n d b i c y c l e  p um p  i n t he 
ba se m e n t  a nd  t h e  t e n ni s  r a c k e t s  i n  t he  st o r a ge  spa c e  up st a i r s a nd t h e  t e l e ph one  on  i t s t a b l e  i n 
t h e  ha l l .

An d t he  sa m e  wa s t r u e  g oi n g i n t he  o t he r  d i r e c t i on  a s w e l l :  t hi ngs  t ha t  we r e  g oi ng t o
e x i s t  a f t e r  194 9 h a d n’ t  c o m e  i n t o be i ng  ye t  or  be e n i m a gi n e d . A t  t ha t  m om e nt  i n  Ma y of 
19 49 , i n o ur  c a r , wi t h m y m o t he r , i n  f r ont  o f  F i r s t  Ha l l , du r i n g t he  t i m e  i t  t o ok t h e  c i ga r e t t e 
t o  f a l l  f r om  t h e  s e c ond  f l oo r  w i nd ow  t o  t h e  gr o und , I  h a dn ’ t  ye t  c om e  u pon  m y f a t h e r  si t t i ng 
na ke d o n t he  f r ont  l a wn , h a d n’ t  ye t  vi s i t e d Ma r i e  a n d L ut i e ’ s u pst a i r s ba t hr oom , h a d n’ t  ye t 
be gu n t o f e a r  d e a t h or  f i r e , ha dn’ t  ye t  be gu n h i di ng  i n  t h e  l i n e n c l ose t  t o e sc a pe  m y f e a r  o f 
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de a t h r a i n i n g d own  f r om  t h e  ski e s, h a dn ’ t  ye t  s e e n  P r of e ss or  Ka m pf e r ’ s c l o ud  c h a m b e r ,
ha dn ’ t  wa l ke d i n a  s t r a i gh t  l i n e  f r o m  t he  ho spi t a l  t o m y g r a ndm ot h e r ’ s hou se , h a dn ’ t 
di sc ove r e d  u ne x pe c t e dl y  t h e  uni f yi ng  f u nc t i o n o f  m y pe n i s, h a dn ’ t  f a l l e n i n l ov e  w i t h
Ma r i e t t a  S t r e e t f i e l d , h a dn ’ t  t a ke n  h e r  up t h e  N or d i c  sk i  j um p, ha d n’ t  b e gu n t o r e c e i ve  e ve n
t h e  ve r y f i r st  of  m y  pe r c e pt i on s t ha t  t he  wo r l d  a r ou nd m e  wa s d i m i ni shi ng i n e sc a pa bl y i nt o 
a  ph e no m e n on  of  a b se nc e s r a t he r  t h a n  a  phe no m e n on of  pr e se nc e s, t h e  f i r st  of  m y 
pe r c e pt i on s t ha t  h i s t or y w a s  c o m i n g t o a n e n d, t ha t  W e s t  T r e e  w a s be gi n ni n g t o di s a p pe a r ,
t h a t  no t  e ve n t he  f o r c e s o f  spa c e  a n d t i m e , t ho se  f o r c e s t ha t  g ove r n e d a l l  t hi n gs wh i l e 
r e m a i ni ng t h e m s e l v e s  i m pe n e t r a b l e  a n d u ngo ve r na bl e , wou l d be  su f f i c i e nt  t o  k e e p  t h i s  l a st ,
t e r r i bl e , a n d c a t a st r op hi c  t hi n g—t he  a n ni h i l a t i on f r om  t he  f a c e  of  t he  e a r t h  of  l i f e  a s  I  kn e w
wi t h  a b sol ut e  a nd f e r vi d a nd  un c om pr om i si n g c e r t a i nt y i t  o nc e  h a d be e n— f r o m  oc c ur r i n g,
f r om  t a ki n g pl a c e , f r om  ha pp e ni ng.


