
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Number 13, Part 1.7 
(NEW SERIES—2007) 

 
 

THE  
PERNICIOUS HYPOCRISY  

OF FRANK RICH 
 

Addendum 4 
 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 
 

From 
Towers of Deception 

By 
Barry Zwicker 

(pp. 218-219) 
 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 
 
The Left Gatekeepers 
 
A surprisingly large number of Left media outlets—most of them, in fact—have adopted 
the same stance on 9/11 as Chomsky’s: refuse to investigate 9/11, and discourage or 
ridicule those who do. Most wind up using the familiar “wacky conspiracy theorists” 
putdown to describe others on the Left who want to discuss the evidence of an inside job 
on 9/11. The almost total uniformity within Left media in sync with the White House and 
Right media is more than puzzling. In other cases, the Left media pursue questions of 
malfeasance on the part of the power elites, including some conspiracies such as Iran-
Contra. 
 
 Individuals and media outlets that have exhibited this stay-away-from-9/11 
stance, entirely or in large part, for more than four years now include David Corn and The 
Nation; Amy Goodman of Democracy Now!; Chip Berlet, senior analyst at Political 
Research Associates in Somerville, Massachusetts; David Barsamian of Alternative 
Radio; Michael Albert of Z Magazine:, Alexander Cockburn; Norman Solomon; The 
Progressive; Mother Jones; Alternet.org; Global Exchange; PBS; South End Press; 
Public Research Associates; FAIR/ Extra!; Counterspin; Columbia Journalism Review; 
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Deep Dish TV; Working Assets; Molly Ivins; Ms Magazine; Inter Press Service; 
MoveOn.org; Greg-Palast: David Zupan; Northwest Media Project.... 
 
 Of course, different people can independently or through dialogue arrive at the 
same or similar conclusions. But it is a startling anomaly for so many organs and leaders 
of the conscious Left to be seemingly unconscious regarding 9/11. More than a few on 
the Left share the opinion of progressive film maker Roy Harvey that “the greatest single 
obstacle to the spread of 9/11 Truth is the Left media.” To my mind, the relationship of 
Chomsky and the Left Gatekeepers on 9/11 is analogous to the relationship of the White 
House and the 9/11 Commission. Both relationships are so tight as to invite close 
scrutiny. Elementary pattern recognition reveals a common agenda among these 
otherwise well-informed, intelligent, investigative critics of corporate greed, the power 
elite and US hegemony. The agenda, completely atypical of their approach generally, is 
to vigorously reject investigation into 9/11. This is prima facie. One example, that of 
perhaps Chomsky’s best known protégé and amplifier, David Barsamian, is typical of 
9/11 blindness on the Left. 
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