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ADDENDUM NUMBER 1 TO

“A LETTER OF LAMENTATION TO AMERICA: THE UNITED STATES
IS NO LONGER A SERIOUS NATION”

1)

Here’s a list of books—every one of them scholarly, reliable, and sound—on the subject of 9/11.
I discussed some of them back in January 2007, in

http://www.ericlarsen.net/foodforthoughtl 1.4.G.html “Food for Thought 11.4.G,” and you can go
there if you’d like a bit of description. The books vary considerably, some—Ilike Nafeez
Mosaddeq Ahmed’s The War on Truth—beginning in Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion and
tracing the causative and formative history of things all the way from there up to 9/11 itself, and
beyond. Others, like the David Ray Griffin books, confine themselves, much more narrowly, to
the events immediately surrounding 9/11. A combination of these two approaches makes Webster
Tarpley’s extraordinarily knowledgeable 9/11 Synthetic Terror: Made in USA perhaps unique. Its
almost super-human thoroughness puts it in direct competition with Michael C. Ruppert’s trail-
blazing and still-indispensable Crossing the Rubicon: The Decline of the American Empire at the
End of the Age of Oil.

There’s not a book on the list that I don’t recommend highly. Still, I’ve not only got my favorites
but I’ve got a fair number of ideas about the character of these books, how each might best be
used—or be most useful—or in what order they might best be read, and so on. If anyone is the
least intimidated by the list and would be open to some un-pushy and well-intended suggestions
about how to get started, I hope such a person mailto:ericlarsen@ericlarsen.net wouldn’t
hesitate to write me.

Good luck. I pray to non-god for us all.

THE BOOKS:

1)

Ahmed, Nafeez Mosaddeq. The War on Freedom: How and Why America was Attacked
September 11, 2001 (2002) http://www.amazon.com/War-Freedom-America-Attacked-
September/dp/0930852400/sr=1-1/qid=1167587018/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books.

2)

Ahmed, Nafeez Mosaddeq. The War on Truth: 9/11, Disinformation, and the Anatomy of
Terrorism. (2005) http://www.amazon.com/War-Truth-Disinformation-Anatomy-
Terrorism/dp/1566565960/sr=1-1/qid=1167587061/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

3)

Barrett, Kevin. Truth Jihad: My Epic Struggle Against the 9/11 Big Lie. (2007)
http://www.amazon.com/Truth-Jihad-Epic-Struggle-
Against/dp/0930852990/ref=pd_bbs sr_1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181360210&sr=1-1
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4)

Barrett, Kevin, John Cobb, and Sandra Lubarsky. http://www.amazon.com/11-American-Empire-
Christians-Muslims/dp/1566566606/ref=sr_1_1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1182260330&sr=1-1 9/11 and American Empire: Christians,
Jews, and Muslims Speak Out (2007)

5)

Chossudovsky, Michel. America’s “War On Terrorism” (2005)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel Chossudovsky http://www.amazon.com/Americas-War-
Terrorism-Michel-Chossudovsky/dp/0973714719/sr=1-1/qid=1167594566/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-
4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

6)

Griffin, David Ray, and Peter Dale Scott. 9/11 and American Empire: Intellectuals Speak Out.
(2006) http://www.amazon.com/1 1-American-Empire-Intellectuals-Speak/dp/1566566592/sr=8-
1/qid=1167585728/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

7)

Griffin, David Ray. Christian Faith and the Truth Behind 9/11: A Call to Reflection and Action. (
20006) http://www.amazon.com/Christian-Faith-Truth-Behind-Reflection/dp/0664231179/sr=1-
3/qid=1167586897/ref=sr 1 _3/104-4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

8)

Griffin, David Ray. The 9/11 Commission Report: Omissions and Distortions. (2005)
http://www.amazon.com/1 1-Commission-Report-Omissions-Distortions/dp/1566565847/sr=1-
1/qid=1167586858/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

9)

Griffin, David Ray. The New Pearl Harbor: Disturbing Questions About the Bush Administration
and 9/11. (2004) http://www.amazon.com/New-Pearl-Harbor-Disturbing-
Administration/dp/1566565529/sr=1-1/qid=1167586758/ref=pd_bbs_1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

10)

Hicks, Sander. The Big Wedding. (2005) http://www.amazon.com/Big-Wedding-Whistle-Blowers-
Cover-up/dp/097527631X/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181360078&sr=1-1

11)

Larsen, Eric. A Nation Gone Blind: America in an Age of Simplification and Deceit. (2006)
http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?tnh=A+Nation+Gone+Blind&sts=t&an=Larsen&
y=11&x=40

12)

Marrs, Jim. The Terror Conspiracy: Deception, 9/11, and the Loss of Liberty (2006)
http://www.amazon.com/Terror-Conspiracy-Deception-Loss-
Liberty/dp/1932857435/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-
3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181222654&sr=1-1

13)

Morgan, Rowland, and Ian Henshall. 9/11 Revealed. (2005) http://www.amazon.com/9-11-
Revealed-Unanswered-Questions/dp/0786716134/sr=1-1/qid=1167600574/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/104-
4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books.

14)

Ruppert, Michael C. Crossing the Rubicon: The Decline of the American Empire at the End of the
Age of Oil. (2004)http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael Ruppert
http://www.amazon.com/Crossing-Rubicon-Decline-American-Empire/dp/0865715408/sr=1-
1/qid=1167586584/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books

15)

Tarpley, Webster Griffin. 9/11 Synthetic Terror: Made in USA (2006)
http://www.waronfreedom.org/newrels.html

16)

Zwicker, Barry. Towers of Deception: The Media Cover-Up of 9/11 (2006)
http://www.amazon.com/Towers-Deception-Media-Cover-up-11/dp/0865715734/sr=1-
1/qid=1167929084/ref=pd_bbs_sr 1/104-4231058-3189532?ie=UTF8&s=books
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2)

The following is part of a longer email sent to me by a long-time political observer,
correspondent, and columnist whose name you’d recognize if I told it to you. I wrote him
a couple of weeks ago to let him know how impressed I’d been (and remain) by the
conclusion he’d drawn in one of his pieces. Though he had written only obliquely, or in
an exploratory way, about 9/11 as an inside job and about the uses that it’s been put to in
the Bush administration’s undeclared war on the American people, I asked him what he
thought, in general, about both things, 9/11 itself and the war on the American people.
Here’s part of what he said in reply:

You ask about my thinking re what’s been going down [about 9/11 and its long
aftermath]. Well, I don’ know that I think any better than anybody else but the whole
business is beginning to have the appearance of a conspiracy. As [ wrote in [a recent]
piece, it is unbelievable to most Americans that 9/11 could be an inside job. But stand
back and look at the whole picture: the violations of international treaties, the desecration
of the Constitution, the election manipulations in 2000 and 2004 such as the purging of
valid voters from the rolls, the scrapping of the nuclear arms pact, the trampling of the
germ warfare treaty, the resort to torture and kidnapping and worse. The invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq, both violations of international law. The politicizing of all phases
of government, from OSHA to EPA to the National Parks to the firings of the special
prosecutors, to the reliance on No Bid contracts pouring billions into the coffers of GOP
backers, and on and on. And just look at the mass arrests made all over the Middle East
and contrast that with the handful of trials. Why so few trials? I think it’s because most of
those arrested aren’t guilty of any terrorist intent against the United States. A gang that
could fabricate all these crimes is capable of 9/11. I think we even need to ask ourselves
whether Osama bin Laden isn’t a shill for his family, that he wasn’t deliberately set in
motion to attack U.S. interests in the Middle East in order to drag USA more deeply into
the region as protectors of the Saudi regime. As witnesses to the agony of 9/11 it truly
behooves us to have a genuine, nonpartisan study made that will look at some of the
vermin that got swept under the rug.

3)

And here is an email that I sent not long ago to another long-time political observer,
researcher, and columnist whose name you’d recognize if I told it to you. I admire both of
these men enormously, and I’'m impressed equally by their caution, integrity, good sense,
solidity of reasoning, and by their sympathies in general. In the email below, I followed
up on an email exchange between us of some time past that had to do with the idea held
by many people (and strongly opposed by me) that the Bush administration is and has all
along been merely “incompetent” and “inept” rather than insidious, ruthless, malignant,
and most, most highly purposeful in its behavior. I think that the letter speaks for itself as
to my own stance on the matter. What worries and troubles me is that I’ve had no
response.

Dear X,

I grow more and more worried—no: horrified—by what the Bush regime seems
to be preparing for. Last August, I wrote you about your column “A————"in which
you argued that the administration used its own anti-government stance as a way to hide
its ineptitude. When they failed at something, the Bushists successfully blamed
“government” even though their own “incompetence” was the real cause.

My letter ended: “When will the pundits recognize that this is one of the least
inept administrations in U.S. history? With ‘ineptitude’ as its more-than-perfect cover,
the government goes on committing crime after crime.”



Has your own view changed? Paul Craig Roberts says that
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article1 7863.htm “the Bush regime has got
away with more than I thought possible, perhaps because most of Congress and the
American public cannot imagine the degree of insanity that lies behind the Bush
administration.” Because they can’t imagine the truth, he adds, “Most Americans who
have turned against the regime think that the administration is incompetent.”

Roberts goes on: “If Americans understood the enormity of the deception behind
the invasion of Iraq (and Afghanistan) and the pending attack on Iran, Bush and Cheney
would be impeached and turned over to the War Crimes Tribunal at the Hague, and
AIPAC would be forced to register as a foreign agent.”

Doesn’t the case appear valid that not incompetence but diligent planning for
martial law or single-branch government may well have been one of the chief forces at
work all along when one considers the logical sequence, first, of 9/11 itself, then of the
Patriot Act and its subsequent renewal, later the War Commissions Act of 2006, also
changes to the Insurrection Act and its influence on Posse Comitatus, and now the
“National Security Presidential Directive” and the “Homeland Security Presidential
Directive” of this past May 9, giving the president extraordinary unitary powers in the
event of “emergency”’?

How can it be, and why is it, that so little expression of opposition or alarm—or
even just realistic appraisal—finds its way into the media in light of such foreboding and
apparently conscious, step by step “progress” as this? Is it STILL just “incompetence”?

With enormous respect,
Eric Larsen
http://www.ericlarsen.net

http://www.ericlarsen.net/footdforthought10.1.1.html USE YOUR BROWSER’S “BACK”
BUTTON TO RETURN TO THE PLACE YOU LEFT OFF IN FFT10.1
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